A8 2A 41 (2019) pp.33-59

oTke| 9IA ARfotap MAa|| AL
A2t Hlel2ell st ST

A4z

AEIEE & SISt SI26I29] 4101 2 ZME Lol DHXSIRICH D80T 2
Ol 4401 HACHT Fo|0lBICI] SYARICE DA SYHRIHEME 401 CHet XI=
ot 21 BES YK Rote AOICEL AIEE2 & L1 UCEL 29| 28 TRl
40l Yot A= XIS AT CIIO] SRV LI Ag =2 M X9
He FS0IEH 40 TGS s olEig WolZls As 2 =22 01t 22 YA 2
TXMoZ 20l CIZF A0 CHS B F0ICHL & Ho| ZETH HalR}, LHIZ 77
(Albert Camus)Qt EDA W|O|Z(Thomas Nage)2 O3St 217t ZFAS BEXP|
(absurdity)2h= 2HEE E610] ZASI2 AITSIRILE Ol0] 2 =22 222(0l 25t
9| Adholl CHet EMMo 2 MR ZJ0ICE =29 MER0M= B X el
Ztol RFA i Oletl 22&= 20| Q1Mo 20|01 g=olkl E=li= AS
=32 Zi0ICt CFSC2 ZXl= 2x2(0l CHSt 7129t HI01Z2] S 22| A9
20l CHot ZESH0| 21, SA9| 2, 0172 2ME E6iM shAg Z40ICk OFX]
o2 DXz It thAME ARGk MZe| 1= (Jeffery Gordon)& W Z0|CE
SRl Fois HEA ol7tst

Epslgll 0170 TN Rptet Q1o 2oj0|, 22|, PHIZ FHF|, EO0tA UHl0l=

al 15

2Y: 2018, 12. 05 AAF 2 FAAFTA: 2019. 02. 02 AAZTAL: 2019. 02. 03
st AAAAM F EiE A dgd 3, AdE A, AV A
oA ZAME Etrh THTA £4,9 Ay AALEAT TAY] vhg At
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3] AFEES Aol Tt st Aol e Frdl e AL
@it} “Y7F L5 SHFE U AolEE Aol A Aol H7F AW
ofzatm] A AW -9 AP B Y= Foks] W ofF & 07 F
ol 7k A ek IR E 22 vEo AL old £XHS WA dAlF
o] Hstxbe] £4Ed HaUF glvkD gt M-S ek AEE, ok,
AL, F3ts, Eo T AlY SoA BF EFE flo] AHA 7] Bt
Holt}, -2l & Z ¢tk A7 2% Yo7t & Aol Wl A5T Aol
o, 28t Alds 58 Aolgke RS SEl7F AMRrete olEX, 183
S AR T ol EF I3A AL B Zolth dhEet 7
g FYste o5l ds FE, o] o 9 ddl dig 71 Fo] &
T ok T8 2" A% AR F3kE el AdA gk Al el o
Azt A glok -2 AA o] ggle] R A = &7keltt

Jeu gele Repeh> 714 euA] etk 74 AFAA QI
FES S0 Wik o A A ke 22 A A EkE AETY Bol
o} g3} AdE 2E N Interstellar) 2] FAHLE AFAEY] 74 AFAH
2~(Endurance) &7} 7FAF0](Gargantua)gt 22= £ 29 T8 44

1) 58 AgAEY HAPe ST AEF Hsx W2 717 (Albert Camus
1975, p. 78)& “AlE¢-29] AHAA AH o AAxAE 4 Thdo] 38 F w4
Z7to] & Ao]i 19| o] Y& Aot} ofute B v A Fo] 2] At
of thet “FA”E 2o} 1A Ao|th(from the point of view of Sirius, Goethe’s
works in ten thousand years will be dust and his name forgotten. Perhaps a
handful of archaeologists will look for ‘‘evidence’’ as to our era)’&tal Tetc}
H)Z=abA BA " 8kar YZaek g M(Nicholas Rescher 1990, p. 153)2 «# #3842 ~
AlLelA B §-2le ol 431 A A= AeF ool ot o] F-g
Sk oA 27t e oW dx F WIlE wEU A E3t(on the astro-
nomical scale, we are no more than obscure inhabitants of an obscure planet.
Nothing we are or do in our tiny sphere of action within the universe’s vast
reaches of space and time makes any substantial difference in the long run.)”2.
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J8u A3 AEAY 54 5 (e A7) 54 2gd, ool 1A
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A Wi AuA gdete As ¥ 7Hs stk
AL vE 29 Aelth A7lde A%V A EFS A8 Y
ojg] A gyke] & otk (EX2E] 2018, p. 32)
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7+40] 2AY ofEl AL oujE AYXA E3HtKto a witness with the
whole of space and time in its view, nothing on the human scale will

have meaning)”2. 23t}
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ol A7 Mz TA Gk oMW IR WA F2 ARe)
N LRFNF A WE RAAE RETGD AP $79] FAl
AR eA Fat7] W] 1ol FoIvjsirk F@vt FAFTHA B
T HET Ak B A7 39 FAeleka dri $2e) Aol
A4 N YAk 184 Gk oMW = 3 FAe] AN 94
o Rolug gslel YAE RET dAzte] A9 9|4E e} FzHA
A3k7) WEe] el Rejmlsinia w2t FA
23 A Wk Qzke] A9 9 de weh BEHU

4 AVE A 28A G A9 GFS HHASAE 9 ML ol b

=

7ol thate] g EA = EET

QAW Az A F7A o), 59 FAS Heold A9 fA7L
e BA 2 Az gl Y] FeomAde] 9] E s itk 1
o Aol SRl Fovlsits AMEES xde 1A AAE9 <
Aol thak Qafjoll A W= sl ¥Avl? 18A ks Zlo] 77 ¢t
djol29] Azttt Q14o] BRI s F-dtth= AHEd FEAES dad
2 AFE e gl Aotk SrEAE F e A9 ()
of theh A2k Aol Mt Q17ke] F2(absurdity) 2t skl 3%
¥ a2 olFoldith gho] SRl s Fsitty FEAYAT Tl 1
g AST e jle A5 BEgddA 1 F s Frdde
AT S BAAY Aotk AeAA R 7179k vlo] 9] HAE= el
st71= o =k A 159 Aol the "R ol & AH s A
< Fesi=AE ofE A7 obd < Qv o]d Ae AFel FHA 2
= Azke] Fxelo] gk AF ek vlolZe] Asfel thit g 7HA =<
Arse Ae T8 FH2= dev

2) o] E&9 =1L o] (1971, p. 717)lA W& kot
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2. 2|2 F}7(Albert Camus)2| A|X|ZA(Sisyphus)

7HRE QA9 Foud S AY ol E ThA] =] "old HiglE
E A3A Hol v Pl Al AAZA LR
ok GA e A FSE A ol R 28 Hold uiel S Bflol 2ol
= AR Z2] o] FAG AL vl E do] ZEE k3
o ofyth. 11 eFo] FH3] ALH ok gtk AM flE R ol thd)
Z20 Ho]l A FA% AL 1 It Ejle kE =)

JHEol gk AR wEolt) “of FEo &

=g e7l7ehe Ao date] AR Z A7} nkgs] WsS gl ¢l
ojth

J & dAe] AafjelA 2lxk= H Y #(Richard Taylor 2000, p. 322)¢] tF
= AHE AH R Frh
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T8y gheF AR =20 v Eo] F "ol Y AYE EolrtE A
of A Fhr|olAM FHAL T v ER o}EHI QUE A&H AHo] vt
EolXv gt Fojne Akl Aojth T T AR ZA9] ke 9
Hl(point)7t A& Zola, 1] I H kFE FAFE THEHE do] E o]
Thee ojuf AR Z 0] g AR 7F e Folusitty TEd £ fith Aok

Sle)7k WAk 9

3) ARz 9] Algte] thgh Aleh B8 AAISE 2IAE H L #1(2000, p. 322) %A
TS =HE A
4) o} 92 o33} 2t} “But if we supposed that these stones, instead of rolling

back to their places as if they had never been moved, were assembled at the top
of the hill and there incorporated, say, in a beautiful and enduring temple, then
the aspect of meaninglessness would disappear. His labors would then have a
point, something would come of them all, :-* one could not say that the life of
Sisyphus was devoid of meaning altogether. Meaningfulness would at least have
made an appearance, ‘-* ”
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5) 991 I(Joel Feinberg 1994, pp. 308-15)E ©l#jd =ZHe & Fyvpl H3F
(supermarket regress)’©|2t FstH, F1FE I AAAR A EdT)

6) °19F FAFEF =-L vlo]F(1971, p. 721)9l QM= A A = AT

7) GoiH g2 th&3 2tk “So that science that was to teach me everything ends
up in a hypothesis, that lucidity founders in metaphor, that uncertainty is resolved
in a work of art.”
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8) 9ol th33} 72tk “That nostalgia for unity, that appetite for the absolute
illustrates the essential impulse of the human drama.”
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9) YooY o} 7tk “This world in itself is not reasonable, that is all that
can be said. But what is absurd is the confrontation of this irrational and the wild
longing for clarity whose call echoes in the human heart.”

10) FojHd2 th&3} Zth “In a sense, and as in melodrama, killing yourself
amounts to confessing. It is confessing that life is too much for you or that you
do not understand it.” ; “All healthy men having thought of their own suicide,
it can be seen, without further explanation, that there is a direct connection
between this feeling and the longing for death.”
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= o v g A0, o] e obF olfr7h flom, ve] =
T2 AF3 Abas] Bolvh ey v Wide] delA Wrt seluA
Gethe A2 Adar|zar E7bseta, v abe Al 1 FEY S
atH, ol S5 AlAA 7P s=A 9l AR B ok TR

A BAL ol 2ol Aol WY QYA Faa, A7 o
A sl Falo] & & gALrs 2o 294 ARELS gE B8t ¢
= Arolely AR v Ak 19d Q9o AN Wt ae A%
of Grhe F9IE o olg I AAME FPSEE AU Ast 94 29
th 2 BN <7} sh A A&shof Hskrsh g 4] 2% AR
S A3 FYR AROE AT 2 gUS wojsky, 1A Ho
oe And Agse L7 9N AFAY APsY TRHBS F2
Stk )3 1 SolA Selel @S oJuish Feln] Alo]e] RAE whEl s}
A Aok QAPH, FRE, 944 BHAAE F2E Er) o) AT
Q1 AZEE TEIY 4o AYAS 1 WelRE B597, A= Bg
S, Y, FANGS 2 HATFH AFo] Sel9 ol DS IYAE
=gttt Aotk olge] vtz WlolZe] Eat uhe] G BRolth
Yol 2 e AR, Fa, U7 R HAR A, AR, BB
Be $2) olN FESE ¥ BHOR 1FUT 1T Ik o] 35
o4 Q17 Rzele] 29e e, 1 A9 dolw w@a “Ae) B
z2E S22k Seld del Ak AFE AAFH $2U7t A S P
Hshs LE AT tste] s AT F A= GEA 715 Aol
FEol4 LT3 (Nagel 1971, p. 718). o2& F8Eo] 214 F22% 2

12) ¥} 9&2 o33 7t} “from far enough outside my birth seems accidental, my
life pointless, and my death insignificant, but from inside my never having been
born seems nearly unimaginable, my life monstrously important, and my death
catastrophic.”
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A
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43t %‘OVP—E ALk 7hs kA vk vlol=(1986,
p. 210)¢] Zsfol M ¢17ke] 7<}7Hém4 ANzdH 58S AW o)t <A
24 2R SelolA YR BAH0)0)x A7) Aol B 712 glo] 1
2HEH g&sl= A2 7HsHA ?%'7] ] i-o] th(the objective standpoint,
even at its limit, is too essential a part of us to be suppressed without
dishonesty)”.

oMY ME F A Bl -8 oM MEE TS 9l
3, 18R OlTri FHE F 3] FEERY Hold do] glth -2 W
Aol A MojAl= F A FEo] Fe7t AHsiAY =9+ gl o

Oh«
ﬂ;

AR 2] SPIE 2L Q7 2olehs wolth, 187]e] Sk el
o Fgol thAE FRYSRAW A F3o] AL 42eE A
F HRs) 5, 4ol Eﬂ%iOl 1P AL AL FAAL 5N

13) <o ?i—“?:fi 23} 7tk “This condition [the condition of being absurd] is
supplied, -+ by the collision between the seriousness with which we take our
lives and the perpetual possibility of regarding everything about which we are
serious as arbitrary, or open to doubt.”
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14) 9o 9&2 the3t 2o “Camus maintains in The Myth of Sisyphus that the
absurd arises because the world fails to meet our demands for meaning. This
suggests that the world might satisfy those demands if it were different. But now
we can see that this is not the case. There does not appear to be any conceivable
world (containing us) about which unsettlable doubts could not arise. Conse-
quently the absurdity of our situation derives not from a collision between our

expectations and the world, but from a collision within ourselves.”
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T
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[e)
T2 o3 2tk “Why is the life of a mouse not absurd? The orbit of

the moon is not absurd either, but that involves no strivings or aims at all. A

7))

2

o

L

B

the capacities for self-consciousness and self- transcendence that would enable
him to see that he is only a mouse. If that did happen, his life would become

absurd, since self-awareness would not make him cease to be a mouse and would
not enable him to rise above his mousely strivings. Bringing his new-found

self-consciousness with him, he would have to return to his meagre yet frantic
life, full of doubts that he was unable to answer, but also full of purposes that

mouse, however, has to work to stay alive. Yet he is not absurd, because he lacks
he was unable to abandon.”
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17) 9o Y& T3 2tk “If sub specie aeternitatis there is no reason to believe
that anything matters, then that doesn’t matter either, and we can approach our
absurd lives with irony instead of heroism or despair.”
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(arbitrary)©] 2= Abdol] A o] A HA IES T SHEC] 94

18) o] ¥+ o534} 2tk “It is not that in that detached amazement with which
we may view our own lives, we seek a justification for our efforts which as a
matter of contingent fact the world does not provide. Our absurdity does not arise
as the result of our inability to answer the question, ‘Why should I devote myself
to this project rather than to that?” or ‘What is the ultimate justification for the
life T have chosen - or for any life I might have chosen in its place?” Our absurd
condition, Nagel tells us, has nothing to do with a quest for justification. Carried
to extremes, such a quest, he writes, would be self-defeating. If everything is to
be justified in terms of something else, we embark upon a fatal regress. If chains
of justification do not come to an end, then what would it mean to justify
something, or to seek its justification? But again, the absurdity of life has nothing
to do with disappointment in this quest. Rather, it is the whole of the human
struggle, our earnestness, our zeal, our particular standards of what is worth
pursuing, even our need for justifications that is seen as arbitrary in the global
and dispassionate regard of what Nagel calls “the backward step.” Taking that
step, we realize, says Nagel, that none of what we are viewing of the human
scene need be as it is.”
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19) 9] Y& o237 7tk « - one studies and works to earn money to pay for

clothing, housing, entertainment, food, to sustain oneself from year to year,
perhaps to support a family and pursue a career-but to what final end? All of it
is an elaborate journey leading nowhere. There are several replies to this
argument. First, life does not consist of a sequence of activities each of which
has as its purpose some later member of the sequence. Chains of justification
come repeatedly to an end within life, and whether the process as a whole can
be justified has no bearing on the finality of these end-points. No further
justification is needed to make it reasonable to take aspirin for a headache, attend
an exhibit of the work of a painter one admires, or stop a child from putting his
hand on a hot stove. No larger context or further purpose is needed to prevent
these acts from being pointless.”

20) °©] =% FAS £ tsi A= (Steven Luper-Foy 1992, p. 94)& 13k}
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21) 9o Y& )23 7k “The crucial backward step is not taken by asking for
still another justification in the chain, and failing to get it. The objections to that
line of attack have already been stated; justifications come to an end. But this
is precisely what provides universal doubt with its object. We step back to find
that the whole system of justification and criticism, which controls our choices
and supports our claims to rationality, rests on responses and habits that we never
question, that we should not know how to defend without circularity, -+ ”
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Why are we abusrd beings?:
Camus’s and Nagel’s concepts of absurdity

Sungho Choi

People are odd. Even though they are committed to everyday life, they
mumble that life is meaningless, life is meaningless, - While they are
mumbling that life is meaningless, they cannot help being immersed into
and focused on their day-to-day activities. People are well aware that when
they feel that the end of their lives is approaching, they will look back
and lament the pointlessness of their lives. This paper is an investigation
into the human condition that seems to engender this contradiction, a
contradiction between the serious attitude we take toward our lives and
the inescapable perception that living a human life is at bottom a vain,
worthless, and futile undertaking. Two prominent philosophers, Albert
Camus and Thomas Nagle, have developed the concept of absurdity in an
attempt to capture this human condition. Hence this paper is an inquiry
into Camus and Nagle’s concept of absurdity. In its first half I argue that
the cosmic insignificance of a human life does not imply that it is
meaningless. Next, [ will interpret Camus’s and Nagles’s concepts of
absurdity in terms of the lack of justification, the lack of purpose, and the
lack of reason for our daily activities. Finally, I will criticize Jeffery

Gordon who rejects this interpretation.

[Subject] ethics, philosophical anthropology
[Keywords] being cosmic insignificant, the meaning of life, absurdity, Albert

Camus, Thomas Nagel



